
 
 
 

A Happy  
New Year! 

“The year has ended. Christmas has been celebrated. A new year is ahead. 
Peace and joy to everyone”  

 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
As we begin a new year, for some reason it doesn’t seem very “new”.  In fact, it seems that the same 
“old” things: conflicts … animosity … incivility … etc., etc., etc., are nipping at our heels. We don’t 
seem to be able to get past a fundamental enigma that has plagued humans since human society first 
began, namely … why do people view the same things so differently?  What contributes to the social … 
philosophical … economic … and moral “differences” between people? 
 
Recognizing that there are cultural … ethnic … environmental (internal & external) … and religious 
differences between people, I think we have a pretty good idea how this happens. But it stills troubles 
me that these differences aren’t just rhetorical, but often erupt into violence and bloodshed. 
 
What can we (as believers) do to bring a better sense of understanding … calm … and reason to the 
table in order to survive these coming days? 
 
Here are 4 suggestions that I would like to propose: 
 

1. Commit to pray daily for God’s mercy and the Holy Spirit’s work of conviction and 
redemption in the lives of people. 
 

2. Be a “voice” and a “helping-hand” for the poor and downtrodden in our community. (Give 
financially (if able) to ministries that provide aide to those in need.) 

 
3. When tempted to respond to people who bring up political “issues”, or you want to share 

your political “views” with others (even with those who agree with you) turn the 
conversation into a discussion of “values” by asking: “What are your ideas for solving the 
social … economic … and environmental issues facing our nation?”  (And be sure to 
emphasize that we won’t bring any personalities or negative talk into the conversation.  
Only positive “ideas”.) 

 
4. Allow your life to be “controlled” by the Holy Spirit (See Romans 8:5-10 & Eph. 5:18) so that you 

will “always be ready to answer everyone who asks you to explain about the hope you 
have” (1 Peter 3:15-16), and live a life “doing what God wants” (Eph.4:2). 

 
Living our lives with such intentionality will surely make a difference in these troubled times. 
 
Yours for reaching the marketplace. 

Carl  


